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Stratus. These low-lying clouds “can give you a strangely
claustrophobic feeling.” When a stratus cloud forms at a
very low level, itis called fog or mist.

Credit Michete Gruber

Altocurfulus lacunosus. “An elusive prize for any cloud
collectér,” lacunosus clouds form when sinking pockets of
air create holes in a¢loud la

Credit Kate Brookes

M Ma are supplementary features of clouds,

Crepuscular rays. These appear when sunlight stri tiny
particles too scanty to appear as clouds. Though the rays
appear to be emanating from the cloud, that is an optical
illusion.

Credit: John MacPherson

and they hang below them like udders. Some call them a
sign of bad weather coming in. There are competing theories
as to how they form.

Credit: John Rowlands.
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Virga. When a cloud starts prod f
none of it reaches the ground, the result is a virga. Because
trails hang down from a clumpy cloud, virgas are known as

jellyfish tails.

ucing rain or

snow, but
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Iridescence. When sunlight or moonlight passes through
a layer of thin clouds, the result can be iridescence
Iridescence is proof that not every cloud has a silver lining
- “some have tutti-frutti-colored ones
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Cirrostratus fibratus. When the wind draws i clouds
into long, fine filaments, they are called fibratus. In this case,
shifting winds have formed a cirrostratus fibratus cloud into a
herringbone pattern

Credit Anne Burgess

Cumulonimbus. “The king of clouds” is an enormous storm
cloud. If you look at it from below, all you see is its dark,
ragged underside. Seen from a distance, the cloud has a
distinctive anvil shape. “No cloud collection is complete”
without one.
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Pileus. It might look like “a Donald Trump comb-over” of a
cloud, but cloud collectors consider the pileus formation one
of the most beautiful. Unfortunately, “it never hangs around
for long

Stratocumulus. "Due to its sun-blocking tendencies,

stratocumulus may not be the most popular cloud butitis

one of the most varied.” The most widespread of all cloud
types, it typically forms in a low layer with a clumpy base

Roll cloud. A roll cloud is “a long, low tube of a cloud,”
sometimes smooth, sometimes bumpy. This one, called
Morning Glory, forms regularly in northern Queensland,
Australia
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